
News and reminders

Year 1 and Year 1: Beech, Birch, Cedar and Cherry Friday 1st December 2023
PE/forest days:

Beech and Birch: No more forest sessions this term due to other events in school

Cedar: Last session Wednesday 13th December

Cherry: Last session Friday 8th December

Cherry: Thursday and every other Friday (alternating with forest school)

PE days remain the same.

Please ensure that your child is wearing the Bierton P.E. hoodie, blue Bierton P.E. t-shirt and 
black leggings/joggers. On forest days please ensure your child has wellies and waterproofs.

We would also like to remind everyone that due to health and safety, earrings need to be 
removed or taped for PE lessons. Unfortunately, we cannot help children to remove their 
earrings or put them back in.

Next week in year 1 we will be making vehicles, can you please bring in milk bottle lids to 
help us with this. We are really looking forward to starting the building process. 

Homework 
Just a reminder that homework is set on a Monday and is due by the following Monday. 

The homework requirements in Year 1 and 2 are: 

- Maths task to be completed on Purple Mash 
- Spelling task to be completed on Purple Mash
- 15 minutes across the week on Numbots
- 15 minutes across the week on TTRockstars
- Daily reading; either phonics book and book bag book or Accelerated Reader book (complete at least 

two quizzes on Accelerated Reader each week)
- Website for Accelerated Reader: https://global-zone61.renaissance-

go.com/educatorportal/entry?t=6703196

Diary dates
• Monday 4th December– Children to watch the Early Years 

nativity
• Tuesday 5th December – Year 1 children to visit the church for 

Christmas messy play
• Tuesday 12th December – Children have hot Christmas lunch
• Wednesday 13th December – Santa run i(n school) and 

Christmas disco
• Monday 18th December – Christmas party day in classes
• Tuesday 19th December – Children break-up for Christmas (1pm)

Times Table Rock Stars Challenge in year 2!

Well done to all the children in year 2 who have been competing in 
the TTRS challenge over the last few weeks. This has been hotly 
contested with the lead switching between the two classes 
throughout the challenge. Finally, after three weeks of hard work 
and dedication the challenge was over with a narrow win for Cherry 
class. Thanks to all the parents for supporting this. This has greatly 
improved the times table fluency of our children and will help their 
confidence when completing work in maths lessons. A rematch is 
sure to make an appearance in the new year!

https://global-zone61.renaissance-go.com/educatorportal/entry?t=6703196


Our learning Year 1

Maths

In maths we have started to look at teen numbers. We 

have been looking at the smallest number and the 

greatest number and ordering different numbers. 

Literacy

In Literacy we are continuing to use our phonics skills to 

write sentences. We have been learning about the 

elements of a sentence. We have started to look at a 

poem all about me, we have developed our rhyming skills.   

R.E.

In RE we have started to 

look at Christian signs 

and symbols of Christmas. 

We will be looking at the 

Christmas story and 

writing Christmas 

prayers. 

PSHE 

In PSHE we have been looking at our families and the 

people who we care about. We have been practicing 

our team work skills. 

Science

We have been looking at the properties of different 

materials. We have been looking at materials which 

are opaque, translucent and transparent. We make 

some stain glass windows using translucent materials. 

Humanities

We have been looking at the events of the GunPowder plot. 

We have been looking at how Guy Fawkes felt during the 

events. 

Spanish

We have been learning colours and numbers. The 

children really enjoy their Spanish lessons and love 

learning the new words.  

Phonics 

All the phonics groups have 

really developed their 

reading skills this term. 

We will be reassessing 

next week and setting the 

groups for the Spring term. 



Learning in Year 1 

In PSHE we built towers as a 

group. We were developing 

our communication skills to 

work together as a group. 

We painted our 

poppies for 

Remembrance day.  We 

then put them on the 

fence to show our 

respect to all those 

who have served for 

our country.

We enjoyed our computing lesson. We 

went on Purplemash and used the paint 

tools to make some wonderful creations. 

We have enjoyed 

playing in the outside 

area. We made ice cups 

to freeze overnight. 

The children are going 

to record how quickly 

they melt!



Our learning Year 2

Literacy

The children have been working through a new fiction unit based on the 

book ‘Stardust’ by Jeanne Willis. We have been building up our sentences 

and including important features such as adjectives to create noun phrases, 

repetition for effect and onomatopoeia. We have now moved on to a non-

fiction book and will be creating postcards based around our new book, 

‘Meetcat Christmas’.

Science

We continued our work on materials 

and conducted an experiment where we 

had to design a tail for a mermaid that 

would be waterproof, We made 

predictions before experimenting with 

different materials in water.

Music

In music we have been looking at how timbre, tempo 

and dynamics are used in different pieces to create 

mood and effect. We also had a go at using 

different instruments to re-create the story of 

Little Red Riding Hood.

Maths - We have been looking at different 

methods to solve multiplication and division questions 

and focusing on 2,5 and 10 times tables. We have seen 

how we can use the inverse to check our calculations 

and explored the grouping and sharing methods to 

divide. We are also starting to look at word problems 

and are developing our skills to draw out the 

important information from the question. 

R.E.  

We have been working through our unit, ‘Do religious symbols 

mean the same to everyone?’ and explored what religious 

symbols look like in different religions; considering why they 

are important. We looked at vestments and why different 

Humanities

The children have been exploring their 

history topic of ‘Remembrance’ and looking 

at the origins of this linking it to the first 

world war. We then explored life in the 

trenches and even created our own in school 

so we could understand the difficult 

conditions soldiers had to endure.

Spirituality

The children watched year 4 perform a moving assembly on 

‘Remembrance’ which included poems, songs and a minute’s silence 

to reflect and consider why we must always remember.



Year 2 visit to the Church Year 2 went to St James’ church on 8th November and took 
part in different activities related to Remembrance, We 
spent time by the war memorial thinking about the people 
from Bierton who sadly lost their lives in the wars and saw 
their cut outs inside the church. We also made poppies in 
preparation for Remembrance Day. 



Science Knowledge Organiser
Year 1



Humanities Knowledge Organiser
Year 1



Science Knowledge Organiser
Year 2

Materials 
 

Learning Question Short date LP = 1,2 or 3 Presentation 

Week 1: Can I identify and compare materials and their uses?     

Week 2: How do I select the right materials to build a bridge?     

Week 3: Can I explore the stretchiness of materials?     

Week 4: Who is Charles Macintosh and John McAdam and what materials did they 

use?  

   

 

 



Humanities Knowledge OrganiserYear 2



Humanities Knowledge Organiser


